One year after the first volume of the New Cambridge history of the Bible (Richard E. Marsden, Ann Matter, eds., The new Cambridge history of the Bible: The Bible from 600 to 1450; Cambridge University Press, 2012), the second volume covering the vast period from the beginnings of the Bible to its shape and manifold reception until 600 AD, has now been published. The massive volume fully meets the challenge of addressing this daunting task. Its 37 essays provide a fine up-to-date and reliable survey of all issues by a team of international experts. The brief preface by the editors (xii-xv) compares the scope and emphasis of this volume with volumes one and two of the Cambridge history of the Bible and explains why and where the older structure was supplemented in order to account for the considerable number of discoveries of texts and artefacts relevant to the study of the Bible, and the often remarkable shifts in scholarly methodology and opinion (xii).
Part one is devoted to the external factors of languages, writing systems and book production, apart from which the history of the Bible cannot be appreciated. Obviously with this vast range of material and time, each essay must be confined to the most important issues. Particularly in the final part the focus had to be on representative figures and issues.
Further volumes of the New Cambridge history of the Bible will address the history of the Bible From 1450 to 1750 (ed. by Euan Cameron) and From 1750 to the Present (ed. by John Riches). The frontispiece of the volume notes regarding the scope of the series:
The New Cambridge History of the Bible series comprises four volumes which take into account the considerable advances in scholarship made in almost all biblical disciplines during the previous forty years. The volumes respond to shifts in scholarly methods of study of the Old and New Testaments, look closely at specialised forms of Interpretation and address the new concerns of the twenty-first century. Attention is paid to biblical studies in eastern Christian, Jewish and Islamic contexts, rendering the series of interest to students of all Abrahamic faiths. The entire New Cambridge History of the Bible offers a comprehensive account of the development of the Bible from its beginnings to the present day, but each volume can also be read independently, providing a substantial contribution to the scholarship of the period it covers. The New History will provide an invaluable resource for scholars, researchers and students alike. 
